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Newly Formed West Nile Task Force Prepares Shasta County for West Nile Virus





Several Shasta County agencies have joined to provide a unified response to the expected arrival of West Nile Virus this year.  West Nile Virus is transmitted to people, horses and birds via mosquitoes.  These agencies represent human and animal health, mosquito abatement districts, and animal control.





The Shasta County West Nile Virus Task Force has two major priorities at this time.  The first task at hand is to create a unified surveillance and response plan in the event West Nile Virus arrives in Shasta County.  This plan will help all agencies coordinate release of information to the public, mosquito abatement activities and much more. The goal of the plan is to minimize the affect of West Nile Virus in Shasta County.  Part of the plan’s activities include launching a County-wide education campaign targeting all residents, especially those over age 50 or living with a suppressed immune system, with tips on reducing mosquito populations around homes and business and protecting humans and horses from mosquito bites





For more information about how you can protect yourself, your family and community from West Nile Virus, see the attached flier. And to report dead birds, phone the California Department of Health Services Hotline at 1-877-WNV-BIRD (877-968-2473).





For more information about the Task Force and Shasta County’s preparedness efforts, phone 229-8488 or 365-3768.

















