Request for Proposals

LGBT Voter Outreach Consultant for the

California Cancer Research Act
The American Cancer Society is soliciting proposals for a consultant to lead the Society’s outreach efforts in the Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual and Transgender (LGBT) community to help pass the California Cancer Research Act (CCRA)—an initiative on the June 5, 2012 ballot.  The consultant will maximize support for CCRA in the LGBT community and will be responsible for boosting turnout specifically in support of this measure.  The consultant will work for 4 months starting on February 1 and the budget for the entire project is $16,000.
Background

The American Cancer Society (”the “Society”) is a nationwide community-based volunteer health organization dedicated to eliminating cancer as a major health problem by preventing cancer, saving lives and diminishing suffering from cancer, through research, education, advocacy, and service.

The American Cancer Society is committed to addressing the higher burden of cancer faced by diverse communities.  If passed, CCRA will reduce smoking in diverse communities and fund research that will disproportionately benefit those communities.  
Given that smoking rates in the LGBT community are approximately double that of the rest of the population, more members of the LGBT community are at risk for tobacco related diseases.  Additionally, aggressive tobacco industry marketing to the LGBT population makes it important  that we reach out to this community with specific facts about how this measure will save lives in the LGBT community.  In order to counter the normalization of tobacco within the LGBT community and counter the tobacco industry influence, it is essential that we engage known and trusted individuals to deliver this message.  

Objectives
The purpose of this consultant position will be to 1) Increase voter turnout in support of CCRA in the LGBT community, 2) Outreach to LGBT Media, and 3)  Secure endorsements from influential LGBT organizations
Specific Outputs
· Prepare a comprehensive plan to maximize support for CCRA and to increase voter turnout in favor of CCRA in the LGBT community

· Secure endorsements from at least 15 mutually agreed upon LGBT organizations

· Work with the media consultant to have positive stories and op-eds placed in at least five prominent LGBT media outlets

· Ensure that each LGBT organization that endorses CCRA has an action plan to engage their constituents
· Report measurable outcomes on weekly campaign calls
ACS Role
The consultant will work report directly to the VP of Government Relations.  The American Cancer Society is leading the field campaign, so close coordination between the Field Campaign Director (ACS Staff) will be required.  The consultant will also work with the staff lead for the American Cancer Society’s LGBT team and the Field Advocacy Director who is supporting the team’s CCRA efforts.
Review and Selection of Consultant

The consultant will be chosen based on his or her proven success in mobilizing political support in the LGBT community. Familiarity with related tobacco and health policy issues is preferred.  The process to identify the strongest consulting candidate will include an initial review of qualifications against established criteria, and may also include a follow-up telephone conference call to further explore qualifications and prior experiences. Final candidates may be invited to a face-to-face interview at a location convenient for all participants. 
Selection Qualifications 
Interested and qualified consultants are required to submit a letter of interest and proposal that includes the following:

· Curriculum vitae or resume

· Concise and substantive statement on understanding of the project, 

· Description of proposed scope of work, including timeline and itemized budget

· Description of previous relevant experience

· Representative samples of previous related work

· References

Submission of Qualifications 
All questions related to this Request for Proposals should be directed to: 

Jim Knox

Vice President, Legislative Advocacy 

American Cancer Society, California Division, Inc. 

980 Ninth Street, Suite 2550, Sacramento, CA 95814 

(916) 448-0500
jim.knox@cancer.org 

All documents must be submitted to American Cancer Society, California Division, Inc. no later than 5:00 PM, January 13, 2012 to both kelly.honda@cancer.org and jim.knox@cancer.org
